College Woodlands Neighborhood Association
Annual Meeting Minutes – April 12, 2021 
1. Annual Report:  President Joel Cantrell shared information about the following events:
· Three events were cancelled due to the Pandemic:
· 4th of July Brunch
· Yard Sale (resulting in no income for the association this past year)
· National Night Out Party (October)
· Neighborhood Association Traffic Calming Committee consists of volunteers who started meeting in September 2019 and resolved two major issues:
· Persuaded City Council to rescind ordinance prohibiting traffic calming on Munson in Spring 2020.
· Obtained more than 65% signatures on petition to enter the city’s traffic calming process; 15 neighbors volunteered to serve on city’s committee
· Once the city traffic calming application was submitted in August, the Neighborhood Association traffic committee has not met.
· Holiday Decorating Contest – Cantrell noted that the neighborhood had more decorations this past year than he ever remembered in many years, and thanked neighbors for participating.  Droleskey noted that we need to purchase new signs so we have 4 for next year’s decorating contest as two were lost this year.  
· Droleskey reported on the finances of the Association over the past year.  The current balance:  $1,236.06.  There was no income because of the cancelled yard sale.  There were two expenses:  
· $46.76 – fliers about traffic calming project were handed out door to door to help neighbors understand the traffic calming petition and encourage people to participate.
· $10.07 – Holiday Contest certificates/letters were printed and presented to contest winners.
2.  Projects Under Way
·  Yard Sale for 2021 – The Rosenheims volunteered to host the Yard Sale in October. 
· There will be a 4th of July picnic; details will be shared at a later date.  This is the next Association hosted event. 
·   Possible future projects
· Planting trees – The Texas A&M Replant student organization is still interested in working with the Neighborhood on this project and will be able to resume work in 2021 fall.  Cantrell asked neighbors to consider whether they wanted a free 4 – 5 foot tree planted in their yards and let the association know if they were interested.
· Honoring Neighbors who have contributed to the neighborhood – This idea was briefly discussed.  Anyone wishing to help can let the association officers know.
· Marsteller Day – This was an idea to honor Dr. Marsteller, who was a founder of the Texas A&M Vet School.  The event could be on his birthday (end of July) or another significant day in his life.  A Pet Parade was mentioned.  It may be possible to join with students at the Vet School to gain additional participation in the event.
· Bios for those people our neighborhood streets are named after – This is a project that could be added to the website.  Cantrell already has information about Dr. Marsteller.  Neighbors interested in looking up information on other streets are encouraged to add to this project.  We can post this information on our website.
· Park Clean ups – The idea is to have a park clean up day for our three neighborhood Parks:  Nature Trail along the creek by the elementary school, Parkway Park, and the Schaub Nature Park.  Anyone interested should contact the association.  A member noted that the Boy Scouts are already working on a project to clean up the Nature Trail.

3.  Election of Officers for 2021 – 2022   The vote of the membership present at the meeting as well as electronic votes cast by email earlier was unanimous in favor of the below slate.   Member Patsy Johnson conducted the election.
· President – Joel Cantrell
· Vice President – David Sombrio
· Secretary – Suzanne Droleskey


4.  Update on the City’s Traffic Calming Committee

The general history of the Traffic Calming committee (neighborhood) was explained by Droleskey, as chair of the committee.  The details of this are available on the Traffic Calming webpage of the association’s website.  In December, the first meeting of the city’s traffic calming process occurred.  This was a public meeting, and a powerpoint from that meeting, describing options for the neighborhood, is also posted on the website.

The city’s committee (15 volunteers from across the neighborhood) met in February to discuss available options.  Essentially, Munson is too narrow a street for most traffic calming measures.  Three issues were going to be further explored by the city and their consultant hired for this traffic calming project to see if they were viable and identify options for placement, if viable.  These are painted indications on the street, traffic circles, and better signage (variable speed signs, etc.).  Speed Humps are not an option for Munson because it is an emergency route.  Ashburn was discussed with potential bulb outs and speed humps on the block closest to Lincoln.  

Once the consultant has designed created for the options, the city’s traffic committee will meet again.  That should happen before the end of April.  After that meeting, probably sometime in May, committee options for traffic calming will be presented to the neighborhood in a public meeting where everyone is welcome to provide feedback and ask questions.  The final recommendations of the committee will be voted on by the neighborhood via ballots sent by US postal mail to each residence in the neighborhood and to all addresses on Brazoscad.  Homeowners who rent their homes and renters can both vote.  The homeowner’s vote counts if both renter and homeowner cast votes.  If the resolution passes with 60% or more of the properties voting in favor of it, the next step is to take the plan to the city council for approval and entry into the future funding plans for the city.  

All neighbors are urged to attend the public meeting hosted by the city about this traffic calming process and watch their mail for the ballots.

Meeting attendees made suggestions including use of variable speed limit signs (to instantly notify someone of their speed), that they prefer to keep the existing stop signs because they slow down traffic more than a roundabout, that a roundabout may be preferable because at a stop sign, people sometimes “gun” their engines after a full stop and create noise, and that there be a “watch for children” sign added.  An Ashburn resident noted that the impact of the new street connecting University Drive and Lincoln was likely not clear yet because Ashburn has only just reopened after Francis renovations.

Other traffic issues discussed included reminding people that the Francis construction project was due to end in about 8 months.  There is also a Lincoln renovation project planned after Francis construction ends.  It was noted that a street sign on Marsteller was missing after the stop signs were reinstalled post Francis St. project finishing in that area of the neighborhood.

Cantrell mentioned that the City Council was due to finalize their decision about the Residential Occupancy Ordinance (ROO) sometime in the next week.

The meeting ended at 7:00 p.m.


Contact us through collegewoodlands@gmail.com and visit our website at collegewoodlands.org 
